THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

return journey without going on short rations,
they had to average 17 miles a day. In order
to keep up this pace it was necessary to start
travelling very early in the morning and to
go on until late in the evening. To get an
extra early start Evans would put the hands
of his watch on an hour as soon as he woke up,
and back again when he got an opportunity
later in the day. This manoeuvre was in
order not to make Crean and Lashly un-
necessarily anxious ; but although the two
seamen made no comment they were never
for a moment deceived. All through the
homeward journey they stole minutes from
each day to add to their marches.

For three days they pushed on blindly in
a blizzard, for they could not afford to lie up,
and at the end of that time were some way off
their course. However, eventually the sun
reappeared and Evans was able to take an
observation and correct the error* On
January I2th they found themselves right
above the perilously steep slope of the Shackle-
ton Ice Falls. Coming south they had gone
round them, but now food was running short
so they considered going straight over; if
they could descend 600-700 feet without smash-
ing themselves to pieces they would save three
vital days* The discussion was a matter of
seconds, for the wind was cold and no time or
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